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ORLANDO - Meharry
Medical College, NIMHD/
Health Disparities Research
Center in Nashville, Tenn.,
was the co-sponsor of the
annual meeting of publishers
and owners, representing the
southeast region of the
National Newspaper
P u b l i s h ers As s o ci at i o n
(NNPA). Their annual
meeting in Orlando, Nov. 1718, was devoted to education
about HIV/AIDS and the
escalation in rates of sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs).

The Southeast Region
Publishers’ Conference
brought together more than
80 Black college students and
their advisers, HIV/AIDS scientists, faculty, clergy and
members of the Black Press
to heighten awareness and
begin a dialogue around a
disease that’s now in its 30th
year.
The southeast region in
which
these newspapers
represent is where more than
41 percent of those living
with AIDS in the United
States reside and where the
highest number of new AIDS
cases are reported, a 2010

report from the Southern
AIDS Coalition found.
The Rev. Dr. Wayne G.
Thompson and Reverend
Herman E. Marshall, Jr.
were present to re p r e s e n t
T he Weekly Challenger at
the conference.
Rev. Thompson was especially impressed at the scope
and vision of the parties who
saw the need to include the
Black Press, Black clergy and
for the first time, Black
College Students and advisors

PRESS

continued on pg. 10

Photographs courtesy of Rev. Herman Marshall

Dr. Stephanie D. Sweet and
Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson

Left to right, Publisher Rosetta Miller Perry; Publisher Jackie Hampton; Dr. John H. Grant;
Region Two/Southeast NNPA President, Dr. R.B. Holmes, Jr.;
Florida Association of Black Owned Media President, Bobby R. Henry;
NNPA Chairman Cloves C. Campbell, Jr. and Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson of The Weekly Challenger.

A Black Friday Survival Guide...
Or Maybe Black Thursday
BY ALEXIS TAYLOR
WAS HINGT ON D. C . (TriceEdneyWire.com) - Turkey
lovers everywhere will have to
shake off that after-dinner
drowsiness a little sooner than
usual if they plan to take
advantage of some of the best
Black Friday deals this year. For
the first time ever, electronics,
clothing, and other hot commodities will go on sale in some
stores as early as 9 p.m.
Thanksgiving night.
Areference to the opening
day of the season where store
owners traditionally make the
most of their profits and go from

a “red,” or negative balance to a
positive “black” one, Black
Friday will essentially become
Black Thursday in 2011. While
maddening crowds are unavoidable, a few simple tips can go a
long way in making shopping
for the holidays a stress free
event.
“This time of the year
people feel pressure from the
advertisements to engage in
shopping that, in many
instances, they can’t even afford
because of the recession,” said
Dr. Terra Bowen-Ried, associate
professor of psychology at
Morgan State University. “It will
be interesting to see the number

of people who will succumb
because this is the time of year
people traditionally engage for
pleasure.”

SURVIVAL
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
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Herman Cain’s Problem Is Herman Cain
BY DR. WILMER
J. LEON III

(TriceedneyWire. com) - As
GOP presidential hopeful Herman
Cain battles charges of sexual
harassment from four different
women, he has used a number of
ploys to defend himself. At the end
of the day, whether the issue is
sexual harassment, who developed
his 9-9-9 Plan, or his limited understanding of foreign policy, the
source of Herman Cain’s problems
is his inability to command the
facts. His problems don’t stem from
the Perry campaign, “unstable
women,” or the liberal media;
Herman Cain’s problem is Herman
Cain.
As serious as sexual harassment allegations are, Cain’s larger
problem has been his inability to
tell a consistent story about them.
His campaign has called the allegations, "unsubstantiated personal
a t t a c k s ." Af ter emphatic ally
denying any knowledge of the allegations Cain later revealed that he
discussed them with his former
consultant and current Rick Perry
strategist, Kurt Anderson. He then
accused Anderson of leaking the
initial story. According to Cain,
“When I sat down with… Anderson
in a private room…we discussed
opposition research on me… I told
him that there was only one case,
one set of charges, one woman
while I was at the National
Restaurant Association (NRA).”
The problem with this story is that
Anderson denies ever having had
the conversation with Cain, "I didn't

know anything about this so it's
hard to leak something you don't
know anything about."
Cain’s modus operandi seems
to be that he conjures up an explanation that he believes will work
and then finds another when it fails.
He denied any knowledge of the
NRA reaching financial settlements
with his accusers, stating, "As far as
a settlement, I am unaware of any
kind of settlement…” He later
stated that the parties may have
reached a severance agreement but
he was not involved in that process.
Subsequently, it was disclosed that,
“…one of the women involved had
received a payout of $45,000, substantially more than the Republican
presidential candidate suggested
she had.” As the president of the
NRA at the time of the allegations
and the settlement, it stands to
reason that Cain would have been
involved in discussions with NRA
legal counsel about the legitimacy
of the allegations, tactics to address
them, and any proposed settlements. When this denial failed,
Cain then blamed the Democratic
opposition for his woes, “…the
Democrat machine in America has
brought forth a troubled woman to
make false accusations.”
Cain has even gone so far as to
claim that he never met Sharon
Bialek, the only accuser to speak
publicly about her experience.
Cain’s response to Ms. Bialek’s
allegations was, “I don’t even know
who this lady is….” Cain’s
assertion was contradicted by Ms.
Bialek’s former boyfriend, Victor
Jay Zuc ke rm an . Z u ck erm an
recounted an evening that he and
Bialek spent with Cain in 1997, “At
that party, Mr. Cain engaged both of

us in conversation…”
Finally, when all else failed,
Cain blamed the “liberal media.”
This is a play from the
McCain/Palin playbook. When
Palin could not answer simple
questions such as “…what newspapers and magazines did you
regularly read…” or misspoke
about launching attacks into
Pakistan, Palin attacked the “liberal
media” and “gotcha’ journalism”.
As if his inability to get his
story straight on sexual harassment
allegations is not enough, Herman
Cain can’t tell the difference
between an economist and an
accountant. During the Washington
Post-Bloomberg
debate
Cain
credited Rich Lowrie with developing his 9-9-9 Plan calling him “my
lead economist”. Cain stated, “He is
an economist, and he has worked in
the business of wealth creation
most of his career,” Lowrie actually
holds a degree in accountancy from
Case Western Reserve University,
not economics. Some may call this
an exaggeration. Others may call it
the intentional misrepresentation of
a substantial fact for personal gain;
better known as a lie.
Some republicans seem to be so
attracted to Cain’s folksy charm
that they seem willing to accept
sexual harassment allegations by
four different women as "unsubstantiated personal attacks". Some
may even dismiss the reported eye
witness account of former NRA
political consultant Chris Wilson as
an aberration. Wilson stated, “…I
was around a couple of times when
this (harassment) happened…This
occurred at a restaurant in Crystal
City (Virginia) and everybody was
aware of it…” Some may even be

able to accept an accountant as an
economist, but they should not.
They should demand more from a
presidential candidate.
With globalization, the interdependency of international markets,
and instability in the Middle East,
anyone seeking the office of
President of the United States must
have a firm grasp of the issues and
an informed world view. The
inability to pronounce Uzbekistan
or stating that you’ll defer to the
generals on the ground to develop a
Middle East strategy is not presidential. The Commander and Chief
sets international policy. He does
not have it dictated to him/her by
the generals that he commands.
That’s not “leading from behind”
that’s leading in reverse!
If Herman Cain does not understand that China already possesses
nuclear capability (and has for
decades), and states that “They’ve
(China) indicated that they’re
trying to develop nuclear capability…” and has too much “stuff
twirling around in his head” to give
a succinct answer on Libya, he’s
not ready for the world stage.
Cain has been placed in a
position, whether wittingly or
unwittingly, to serve a purpose for
the Republican Party. Like Alan
Keyes, and Michael Steele before
him, he is another “straw man.” He
is being used to promote a misperception of political inclusion within
the Republican Party and should be
dismissed as the political minstrel
show that he has become.
His problems don’t stem from
the Perry campaign, “unstable
women,” or the liberal media.
Herman Cain’s problem is Herman
Cain.

Brilliant First Lady Michelle Obama
BY DR.
BENJAMIN F.
CHAVIS, JR.
NNPA
COLUMNIST
At a time when there is so much
doubt about the future and apprehension about the global economy, it
is refreshing and reassuring to
millions of people across America
and throughout the world to witness
the steadfastness of leadership that
daily exudes from the First Lady of
the United States of America.
Michelle LaVaughn Robinson
Obama has evolved into one of the
most admired First Ladies in the
history of America.
It is said that what the economy
needs more than anything else today
is to regain a sense of economic
“confidence” by both producers and
consumers. But when it comes to
how the majority of people feel
about First Lady Michelle Obama,
there is no lack of confidence and
there is no hesitation to salute her
dedication to family, nation and to
the uplift of humanity. As we are
about to enter into the heated
national political debates and
campaigns of the 2012 national
election year, President Barack
Obama and First Lady Michelle
Obama will be under intense
pressures to maneuver through what
may be one of the most difficult
periods of time to maintain
resilience and hope.

I am encouraged and optimistic,
however, that President Obama will
be re-elected if millions of us do
what we are supposed to do and that
is go out and vote in record numbers
12 months from now. The pivotal
role of women who will vote and the
critical role of the youth vote will
help to determine the outcome of
2012 elections. Herein is where Mrs.
Michelle Obama can be and will be
an invaluable asset to President
Obama’s re-election campaign.
Recently, the First Lady spoke to
grassroots campaign workers at the
Obama 2012 National Headquarters
in Chicago. It was reported that she
was enthusiastically received by the
campaign workers not only for her
charm and motivational spirit, but
also for Mrs. Obama’s grasp of the
challenges ahead for the campaign.
As a result of her spending time with
the workers in the Chicago campaign
office, the staff and volunteers were
thoroughly reinvigorated. David
Axelrod, President Obama’s key
political strategist, affirmed, “Her
mission is to energize folks and give
them encouragement to go out and to
the work.”
According to U.S. News &
World Report, the First Lady “has
attended dozens of events with and
for veterans and earlier this month
announced a program at the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce headquarters in Washington to get 100,000
vets hired by American firms.”
Michelle Obama continues to be a

strong advocate for the support of
veterans and their families across the
nation. She also is helping to
champion passage of the President’s
American Jobs Act to put millions of
Americans back to work. While the
U.S. Congress is taking too long to
act or vote on many of the provisions
of the American Jobs Act, the clear
articulation of support for the Jobs
Act by the First Lady helps to arouse
a groundswell of national support for
Congress to act on this important
pending legislation.
“Women for Obama” is an initiative by President Obama’s reelection campaign. The purpose of
this initiative is to galvanize millions
of female voters to be active in the
2012 elections on behalf of President
Obama. The honorary chair of
“Women for Obama” is First Lady
Michelle Obama. In 2008, President
Obama received a plurality of votes
from the majority of women voters.
A CNN exit poll showed that Obama
received more than 56 percent of the
female in 2008. A large percentage
of independent swing voters are also
women and the calculus of victory in
2012 will hinge on the largest turnout
of female voters and young voters in
every state.
At a youth get-out-the-vote
(GOTV) rally last month at Ohio
State University both the President
and the First Lady emphasized the
importance of the youth vote in
helping to continue to change
America for the better. The crowd of

college students gave a thunderous
affirmative response to a question
posed by Michelle Obama about the
readiness of students and young
voters to rise to the occasion again
with a large voter turnout. She asked,
“Can we do this?” The crowd
shouted back with a tremendous
roar, “Yes we can!” The Obama
2012 Re-election Campaign made
the right move in establishing
“ G r e a t e r To g e t h e r : Yo u n g
Americans” initiative that is focused
on registering and mobilizing
millions of young voters to support
President Obama. The National
Youth-Vote Director for Obama
2012 Re-election Campaign is
Valeisha Butterfield-Jones, a young
dynamic leader, who is proving to be
another important asset to the
President’s re-election efforts. The
point here is the First Lady is leading
the way and young leaders and
activists are being inspired every day
to defy the negative pundits who are
underestimating the growing
national support for President
Obama.
First Lady Michelle Obama is
brilliant, determined, caring,
effective and very resourceful. All of
us should be responding by lending a
helping hand, giving of our time,
energy and money, and to make our
own contributions to push forward
for more progress to ensure the reelection of President Barack Obama.
Let’s determine the future by how
we act today.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
So Much To Be Thankful For
Counting our blessings as we celebrate new forever families
BYDR. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - As
National Adoption Month
comes to a close and we head
into the joyous holiday season,
we have so much to be
thankful for! More than 100
children from across Tampa
Bay won’t have to spend
a n o t her Thanks giving or
Christmas alone. Their
adoptions were finalized
during National Adoption Day
celebrations in Pinellas, Pasco
and Hillsborough courthouses
during November. And
although hundreds of foster
children, teens and sibling
groups still await permanency,
we’d like to take a moment to
count our blessings and
celebrate the new forever
families who will be sitting
down to Thanksgiving dinner
– together.
Respecting Culture and
Preserving Heritage: The
Brodie Family Story
James and Brandy Brodie
first saw foster siblings Aisatu,
age 11, and Eric, age 17, on the
Heart Gallery of Pinellas and
Pasco.
The Brodie’s have
four biological children of
their own, ages 4 through 13.
After hearing about Aisatu and
Eric and then meeting both
children, they decided that this
sibling group was a perfect
match for their family – and
they began efforts to ensure a
smooth transition of the
children from Pasco County to
Jacksonville, Florida, where
they live. What makes this
adoption so unique is that Eric
and Aisatu are African
refugees who spent four years
in foster care after their biological mother‘s rights were
t e rm inated. Their mother
passed away while they were
living in foster care, and the
children suffered yet another
loss. When Aisatu and Eric
met the Brodie family, they
immediately felt an attachment and knew they had found
their forever family. The
Brodies have helped the
children continue to heal from
the traumas they have experienced while preserving and
respecting their heritage.
Interestingly, Mr. Brodie’s
father was adopted and he has

a number of family members
who have adopted as well.
Mrs. Brodie is going to school
to get her degree in social
work while she and her
husband work full time.
Together, they will be raising
their six children with a large
support network to include
their church congregation,
family and friends. And the
adoption came just in time for
Eric, who will turn 18 this
January. Instead of aging out
of foster care, Eric and his
sister will now have a forever
family to spend the holidays
with, celebrate their accomplishments, and pass down traditions to their own children
one day!
ASingle Father’s Love is
E nou gh: T h e J effers o n
Family Story
Clarence Jefferson already
knew the joys – and huge
responsibility – of raising his
own four children as a single
father. But, he knew three
more children needed him and
feared if he didn’t step forward
to care for them, they might
not grow up together or risked
being separated from each
other if they stayed in foster
care. While he was still
married, Mr. Jefferson and his
ex-wife became the caregivers
for Thomas, age 4, Kiare, age
9, and Brian, age 11, when
they were removed from their
parents’home. They knew the
children’s parents and became
the non-relative caregivers for
the sibling group of three.
Later, their biological mother
died and they became legally
free for adoption. Even after
the couple divorced, Mr.
Jefferson continued to care for
the three children and was also
granted primary custody of his
four biological children, who
range in age from 10 to 15.
On Friday, Nov. 18 it
became official – Clarence
Jefferson adopted Thomas,
Kiare and Brian with his
pastor by his side for support.
A single father working two
jobs, he still finds time to help
seven children with their
homework and ensure they
make their doctor’s appointments. Each night they participate in Bible study before
going to bed. And each day
Clarence Jefferson counts his
blessings that his seven
children know the love and

commitment of a forever
family!
You don’t have to be
perfect to be the perfect parent
for a child in foster care; you
just need to be committed.
You must be at least 21 years
old and demonstrate stable
housing and income. You can
be married or single; own your
home or rent; or be first-time
p aren t s , h av e y o u r o wn
children or be empty nesters.
What Are The Steps
Needed To Adopt?
• GE T S T AR T E D b y
calling (866) 233-0790 to sign
up for a FREE orientation.
• GETINFORMATION at
an orientation where you’ll
learn what is needed to
become an adoptive parent and
have your questions answered.
Once you return a few forms,
the next step is training.
• GETTRAINED at no
cost to you with classes called
M.A.P.P. (Model Approach to
Partnership in Parenting).
You’ll learn about children in
foster care, start to understand
their grief and loss issues, and
much more. At the end, you
will be M.A.P.P. certified.
• GETHOME STUDIED
to ensure that you, your family
and your home are prepared
an d s afe. T h e ad o p t i o n
home study, done at no cost
t o y o u r fam i l y , i n cl u d es
background screenings of
all household members.
If favorable, your home study
will be approved and you’ll be
ready to be matched with a
child in foster care.
• GETMATCHED to a
child, teen or sibling group in
fo s t er care. T h i s p ro ces s
includes matching the
strengths and interests of your
family with those of a child in
care. Once a successful match
is made, visits with the child
will begin and the child will
eventually be placed in your
home, pending the adoption
finalization.
Where Do I Start?
For more information
about the adoption process
or to sign up for a FREE
orientation, please call
1-866-233-0790 or visit
www.eckerdcbc.org/adoption.
To see the faces and stories of
local foster children available
for adoption please visit
www.heartgallerykids.org.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Kenneth Riggins
Baker, Chef, Restauranteur, Husband
Kenneth Riggins is a good cook and his
baked goods are requested, at home as well as
on the job, seven days a week. If you ask him
why that is so, he will tell you that it is
“because I know what I’m doing.” Customers
at the restaurant where he now works might be
just as vocal as he is with declarations of how
good the meals are. Every day, there is a steady
flow of them through the restaurant to taste his
many soul food dishes. To let him tell it, the
desire to enjoy good food was stoked in early
childhood when he partook of the family
dinners at the home of one grandmother or the
other one. He did not actually dream of
becoming a chef as he was growing up; it was
his mentor, former St. Petersburg Mayor,
Chuck Fischer, who made the suggestion and
encouraged him to attend culinary arts school.
Riggins had graduated from Gibbs High
School, but he didn’t seem to be focused on
what he was going to do to make a living.
According to Riggins, “That was one of the
best decisions I ever made. I attended culinary
arts classes through a job Corp program. Then,
I went to the Quincy Baking School in Quincy,
Florida.”
Following all of the training, Riggins
began cooking and baking at restaurants in the
area during the fall and winter months. The
spring and summer months found him in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania or Cape May, New
Jersey, cooking for the vacationers at the hotels
and resorts in the area. He kept that up for
several years, until he decided to settle down.
That is when he opened his first restaurant, in
Lakeland. Later, he opened a second restaurant, specializing in soul food, in Ft. Myers. A
couple of years ago, he came home to St.
Petersburg. Was he in for a surprise! Not only
were many of the buildings he loved as a child
mere memories, but the whole neighborhood in
which he and his siblings had lived was
missing! Only one house, a funeral home, a
church, and the neighborhood playground were
still there. Even the street marker was gone!
It was hard to believe his street address had
ever existed. Surely he had not dreamed it all.
The house was located at Eighth Avenue and
Treasure Court, directly behind the “polka
dotted” church and just a couple of blocks from
the Manhattan Casino, Geech Bar-B-Que,
Sanchez Funeral Home, Sidney Harden’s
Groceries, Badcock Furniture, Jordan Park
Sundries, W.L. Jones’Photography, McCall’s
Restaurant, the Snow Peak, and numerous
other booming businesses along that two block
strip of 22nd Street South. Afew of the businesses have moved into modern buildings on
other streets, but the others are only in the
memories of those who were here, “back in the
day.” Riggins holds onto the memories.
Born in Mercy Hospital, Riggins was the
ninth child of sixteen. The memories he has of
his life on Treasure Court are good ones. It was

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621

there that he lived with all of his siblings and
both parents for the first seven years of his life.
The weekends and holidays were times to
travel and visit with other family members
spread out over the state. He especially
enjoyed the visits to Live Oak and Ocala in
north central Florida. Always in St. Petersburg
for Christmas, they went from house to house
among the relatives, enjoying treats and
exchanging gifts. The last stop was at their
maternal grandmother, Jeanette Baker’s house.
There, they ate a full meal of turkey and
cornbread dressing, ham, greens, macaroni and
cheese, with pies and cakes for dessert. After
dinner, they played games and opened their
presents. “For me,” said Riggins, “that was the
happiest time of the year. After Mom died,
nothing was the same. The traveling stopped
and the family fun disappeared.”
Their paternal grandmother, Mrs. Frances
Gooden stepped in to help her son and grandchildren. She took all of her grandchildren to
the Twentieth Street Church of Christ and had
all of them baptized on the same day. She
helped her son and grandchildren to keep
moving forward. Riggins is thankful that she
was there. He also applauds the teachers at
Jordan Elementary for the time and interest
they took to help his family adjust to life
without their mother, to continue to develop
with the fewest number of emotional scars.
“Mrs. Betty Bassett, Angela Bassett’s mother,
was the social worker who helped us. Mr. Fred
Burney, the principal, Mr. Samuel Blossom,
Mrs. Bertha James, and Mrs. Smith, the
science teacher, were there for us as educators,
but they also became our mentors and guardian
angels,” noted Riggins.
Kenneth Riggins is now attending the
Kingdom Harvest Church and working at the
“Manna from Heaven” Restaurant. Three
weeks ago, he and the former Brenda
Livingston were united in marriage.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Thanksgiving Holiday Trash
Pick-Up And Facility Closings

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: about.com

ST. PETERSBURG During
the
Thanksgiving
holiday week, the only change to
residential trash collection is
those normally made on
Thursday will be made on
Wednesday.
Some
St.
Petersburg city facilities will be
closed to the public on Nov. 24
and 25.
The chart below outlines
who's open Thursday and/or
Friday:
St. Petersburg City Facility
Thurs. Nov. 24 Fri. Nov. 25
- Boyd Hill Nature Park
closed Nov. 24, OPEN Nov. 25.
- Business Assistance
Center closed Nov. 24
and
25.
- City Hall and Municipal
Services Center closed Nov. 24
and 25.
- Coliseum closed Nov. 24,
OPEN Nov 25 (Box Office and
business offices closed both
days)
- Enoch Davis Center closed
Nov. 24 and 25,
- Three Golf Courses

(Mangrove Bay, Cypress Links,
Twin Brooks) OPEN Nov. 24
and 25.
- Seven Public Libraries
closed Nov. 24 and 25.
- Mahaffey Theater closed
Nov. 24 and 25.
- Municipal beach concession stand (Gulf Blvd., Treasure
Island) closed Nov. 24 OPEN
Nov. 25.
- Municipal Marina Ship's
Store closed Nov. 24 OPEN
Nov. 25.
- The Pier OPEN Nov. 24
and 25.
- North Shore Aquatic
Complex closed Nov. 24
OPEN Nov. 25.
- Recreation Centers closed
Nov. 24 and 25.
- Sanitation Dept. Brush
Sites closed Nov. 24 OPEN Nov.
25.
- Sunken Gardens closed
Nov. 24 OPEN Nov. 25.
(business offices closed both
days)
- Sunshine Center closed
Nov. 24 and 25.

RESIDENTIAL TRASH
PICK-UP:
During the week of Nov. 21
to 25, St. Petersburg's residential
trash collections normally made
on Thursday will be made on
Wednesday. Residential collections on Monday, Tuesday and
Friday remain the same. Brush
sites will be closed on Thurs.,
Nov. 24 and OPEN on Friday.
OTHER SERVICES:
Th e Wes t C o m m u n i t y
Library will close early on
Wednesday, Nov. 23, at 6 p.m.
and remains closed Thursday,
Nov. 25 through Sunday, Nov.
27.
The
Pier
is
open
Thanksgiving Day from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. The Columbia
Restaurant, Cha Cha Coconuts
and Jonny Reno's will be open
for Thanksgiving.
For water or sewer
emergency service, call the
Water Resources Department at
893?7261. For Police, fire or
medical emergencies, dial 9-1-1.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

HELP WANTED
News, Copy and On-line Editor
The news and copy editor is responsible for the coverage or
assignment of news in all areas of the paper—municipal, state, or national.
The editor corrects any mistakes and stylizes the articles to the newspaper’s format.

Education and Training Requirements:
High school courses in writing, history, political science, and economics
are vital to a prospective news editor’s position. Since newspaper
editors draw on a great deal of general information,
newspaper editors need a bachelor’s degree in journalism in
another liberal arts field, or the equivalent of training and experience.

For information, send resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

LIVE HOLIDAY SEASON REMOTE BROADCASTS
WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO EXPIERIENCE
THE POWER OF RADIO BY ADVERTIZING ON
WRXB – 1590AM. THIS SPECIAL PRICE AVAILABLE
ONLY FROM NOV 28th THRU JAN 9th

WRXB REMOTE PACKAGE INCLUDES
A TWO HOUR LIVE BROADCAST FROM THE SITE OF
YOUR BUSINESS, PLUS 25 COMMERCIALS/PROMO’s
IN THE WEEK LEADING UP TO THE REMOTE
BROADCAST AND AN ADDITIONAL 25
COMMERCIALS/PROMO’s AFTER THE BROADCAST.
REMOTES ARE 2 HOURS IN LENGTH AND CAN BE
BROADCAST MONDAY-FRIDAY BETWEEN 10 AM & 7 PM.

27 30 4
CA$H 3

890
173
256
DOG DAYS

REGULAR PRICE - $1590 … NOW ONLY $ 600.00
BUT ONLY FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM NOV 28th THRU JAN 9th

YOU CAN CONTACT WRXB

AT 727-866-1591 or email: ed@wrxb.us
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)
3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

4-6 5-8
1-5 3-4
8-7 2-3

B.B. King

Riley B. King (born September 16,
1925), known by the stage name B.B.
King, is an American blues guitarist and
singer-songwriter acclaimed for his
expressive singing and guitar playing.
Critical acclaim and widespread
popularity have cemented his reputation as possibly the most respected, successful, and most recognized bluesman,
not just in the United States, but in the
world. Rolling Stone magazine ranked
him at #3 on its list of the 100 greatest
guitarists of all time". According to
Edward M. Komara, King "introduced
a sophisticated style of soloing based on
fluid string bending and shimmering
vibrato that would influence virtually
every electric blues guitarist that
followed."
In 1949, King began recording
songs under contract with Los Angelesbased RPM Records. Many of King's
early recordings were produced by Sam
Phillips, who later founded Sun
Records. Before his RPM contract,
King had debuted on Bullet Records by
issuing the single "Miss Martha King"
(1949), which received a bad review in
Billboard magazine and did not chart
well.
"My very first recordings [in 1949]
were for a company out of Nashville
called Bullet, the Bullet Record
Transcription company," King recalls.
"I had horns that very first session. I had
Phineas Newborn on piano; his father
played drums, and his brother, Calvin,
played guitar with me. I had Tuff Green
on bass, Ben Branch on tenor sax, his

brother, Thomas Branch, on trumpet,
and a lady trombone player."
King assembled his own band; the
B.B. King Review, under the leadership
of Millard Lee. The band initially
consisted of Calvin Owens and
Kenneth Sands (trumpet), Lawrence
Burdin (alto saxophone), George
Coleman (tenor saxophone), Floyd
Newman
(baritone
saxophone),
Millard Lee (piano), George Joyner
(bass) and Earl Forest and Ted Curry
(drums). Onzie Horne was a trained
musician elicited as an arranger to assist
King with his compositions. By his
own admission, he cannot play chords
well and always relies on improvisation. This was followed by tours across
the USA with performances in major
theaters in cities such as Washington,
D.C., Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit
and St. Louis, as well as numerous gigs
in small clubs and juke joints of the
southern US states. King meanwhile
toured the entire "Chitlin' circuit" and
1956 became a record-breaking year,
with 342 concerts booked. The same
year he founded his own record label,
Blues Boys Kingdom, with headquarters at Beale Street in Memphis. There,
among other projects, he produced
artists such as Millard Lee and Levi
Seabury. The record company eventually failed, however, because King's
schedule left him too little time for the
role of a businessman.
In the 1950s, B.B. King became
one of the most important names in
R&B music, amassing an impressive
list of hits including "You Know I Love
You," "Woke Up This Morning,"
"Please Love Me," "When My Heart
Beats like a Hammer," "Whole Lotta
Love," "You Upset Me Baby," "Every
Day I Have the Blues," "Sneakin'
Around," "Ten Long Years," "Bad
Luck," "Sweet Little Angel," "On My

Word of Honor," and "Please Accept
My Love." In 1962, King signed to
ABC-Paramount Records, which was
later absorbed into MCARecords, and
then his current label, Geffen Records.
In November 1964, King recorded the
Live at the Regal album at the Regal
Theater in Chicago, Illinois.
King won a Grammy Award for a
tune called "The Thrill Is Gone"; his
version became a hit on both the pop
and R&B charts, which was rare during
that time for an R&B artist. It also
gained the number 183 spot in Rolling
Stone magazine's 500 Greatest Songs
of All Time. He gained further visibility
among rock audiences as an opening
act on The Rolling Stones' 1969
American Tour. King's mainstream
success continued throughout the
1970s with songs like "To Know You is
to Love You" and "I Like to Live the
Love".
King was inducted into the Blues
Hall of Fame in 1980. In 2004 he was
awarded the international Polar Music
Prize, given to artists "in recognition of
exceptional achievements in the
creation and advancement of music."
From the 1980s onward, King has
been recording less, but he has
continued to maintain a highly visible
and active career, appearing on
numerous television shows and performing 300 nights a year. In 1988,
King reached a new generation of fans
with the single "When Love Comes to
Town", a collaborative effort between
King and the Irish band U2 on their
Rattle and Hum album. In 2000, King
teamed up with guitarist Eric Clapton to
record Riding With the King. In 1998,
King appeared in The Blues Brothers
2000, playing the part of the lead singer
of the Louisiana Gator Boys, along
with Clapton, Dr. John, Koko Taylor
and Bo Diddley.

Vanessa L. Williams
shows and a Tony Award nomination
under her belt. Williams delivered the
convocation address on May 10, 2008,
with 480 other students in the College of
Visual and Performing Arts. She stated:
“It's been 25 years since I was a
student here. It just brought home what
Vanessa Lynn Williams (born my message was, which is cherish the
March 18, 1963) is an American singer, moment; these days are irreplaceable
songwriter and actress. Williams made and are the beginning of the rest of your
history on September 17, 1983 when life.”
Williams began competing in
she became the first woman of African
American descent to be crowned Miss beauty pageants in the early 1980s.
America. Williams' reign as Miss Williams won Miss New York in 1983,
America came to an abrupt end when and went to the Miss America national
scandal led to her subsequent resigna- pageant in Atlantic City. She was
tion of the title. Williams rebounded by crowned Miss America 1984 on
launching a career as an entertainer, September 17, 1983 making her the
earning Grammy, Emmy, and Tony first-ever Miss America of African
American descent. Prior to the final
Award nominations.
Williams was born in Tarrytown, night of competition, Williams won
New York, the daughter of music both the Preliminary Talent and
teachers Helen and Milton Augustine Swimsuit Competitions from earlier in
Williams Jr. Williams and her younger the week. Williams' reign as Miss
brother Chris, who is also an actor, grew America was not without its challenges
up in the predominantly white middle- and controversies. For the first time in
class suburban area of Millwood, New pageant history, a reigning Miss
York. Prophetically, her parents put America was the target of death threats
"Here she is: Miss America" on her birth and angry racist hate mail.
After time out of the spotlight,
announcement.
Williams studied piano and French Williams secured a record deal, and
horn growing up, but was most interest- released her debut album, The Right
ed in singing. She received a scholarship Stuff in 1988. The first single, "The
and attended Syracuse University as a Right Stuff", found major success on the
Theatre Arts major from 1981 to 1983. R&B chart while the second single
She discontinued her education at "He's Got the Look" found similar
Syracuse during her sophomore year to success on the R&B charts. The third
fulfill her duties as Miss America, and single, "Dreamin'", was a pop hit
then subsequently left the university to becoming Williams' first top 10 hit on
focus on her entertainment career. the Billboard Hot 100, peaking at #8,
Twenty-five years later she graduated and her first number one single on the
from Syracuse by earning her remaining Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart. The
college credits through her life experi- album reached gold status in the U.S.
ence with two long running Broadway and earned her three Grammy Award

nominations, including one for Best
New Artist.
Her second album The Comfort
Zone became the biggest success in her
music career. The lead single Running
Back to You reached top twenty on the
Hot 100, and the top position of Hot
R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart on October
5, 1991. Other singles included "The
Comfort Zone" (#2 R&B), "Just for
Tonight" (#26 Pop), a cover of The Isley
Brothers' "Work to Do" (#3 R&B), and
the club-only hit "Freedom Dance (Get
Free!)". The most successful single
from the album, as well as her biggest
hit to date is "Save the Best for Last".
The song was #1 in the United States for
five weeks, as well as #1 in Australia,
the Netherlands, and Canada and was in
the top 5 in Japan, Ireland and the
United Kingdom. The album sold 2.2
million copies in the U.S. at its time of
release and has since been certified triple
platinum in the United States by the
RIAA, gold in Canada by the CRIA,
and platinum in the United Kingdom by
the BPI. The Comfort Zone earned
Williams five Grammy Award nominations.
The Sweetest Days, her third
album, was released in 1994 to rave
reviews. The album saw Williams
branch out and sample other styles of
music that included jazz, hip hop, rock,
and Latin-themed recordings. On June
2nd, 2009, she released her 8th studio
album on Concord Records, titled The
Real Thing. It features songs written
and/or produced by Babyface, Stevie
Wonder, Bill Withers, Bebel Gilberto,
and Rex Rideout. The album is " a
hybrid of samba, bossa nova, some salsa
and also some pop and R&B" says
Williams.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Thanksgiving Baskets Give Away
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Eta Rho Chapter
BY TOM PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG – The
brothers of Eta Rho Chapter
take great pride in preparing
for their Annual Thanksgiving
Basket giveaway. The Chapter
is fortunate to have Brother
Ivan Tucker as the principal
organizer of this effort for the
past seven years. Brother
Tucker, a Florida State
University graduate, entered

the folds of Omega in 1999 and
is dedicated to helping as many
families as possible enjoy a
wonderful Thanksgiving. This
year’s effort saw twenty
families receive complete full
course meals that would feed
eight. Eta Rho Chapter
continues to build partnerships
with the communities of South
St. Petersburg and looks
forward to increasing their
involvement through many
other social action projects that
the chapter endorses.

Courtesy of

Left to right, Harry Harvey, Ivan Tucker,
James Jackson, Jr, Joshua Jackson, Roderick Green,
James Jackson III, Grady Terrell, Malcolm Flakes,
Derek Cooper and Dwayne Climes

Medicare Changes
(STATEPOINT) - If you
have Medicare or are turning 65
soon and will be enrolling in it,
you need to be aware of new and
proposed changes that could
impact your life.
For starters, the enrollment
period is earlier this year for
choosing or changing your
coverage and your prescription
plan.
More importantly, unless
Congress acts quickly, Medicare
payments to doctors will be cut
by nearly 30 percent January 1.
This could threaten your access
to physician care, as many
doctors say they will be forced
to stop accepting new Medicare
patients.
There are several things you
can do to help make sure you
continue to receive access to
health care.
Enrollment Changes

This year, Medicare enrollment, including any changes to
your prescription plan, is earlier,
running from Oct. 15 through
Dec. 7, and those who fail to
enroll or change their plans will
be forced to wait until next year.
This change was enacted to
help seniors who used to wait
until the end of the year and
didn’t have valid prescription
cards each January. For more
information, visit
www.Medicare.gov.
Limited Access
Just as a huge influx of Baby
Boomers is entering Medicare,
access to doctors is about to
become more limited.
A survey by the American
Medical Association (AMA)
reveals that one in five physicians overall and nearly onethird of primary care physicians
say they are already forced to

limit the number of Medicare
patients in their practice due to
the ongoing threat of cuts and
inadequate reimbursement rates.
An additional cut of nearly 30
percent will make this situation
worse, but it does not have to
occur.
Congress can vote to repeal
the Medicare physician payment
formula before the scheduled
cut of nearly 30 percent.
Many seniors are urging
Congress to repeal the formula
and stop the cut. If you are interested in making your voice
heard, visit the Patients` Action
Network at www.patientsactionnetwork.org, where you can
email Congressional leaders
through the site. You also can
call them through the Network’s
hotline at (888) 434-6200.
“There is wide bipartisan
agreement that we need to

protect seniors’ access to health
care,” says Peter W. Carmel,
M.D., President of the AMA.
“Seniors, as well as their family
members, should contact their
members of Congress and tell
them to repeal the Medicare
physician payment formula
now.”
Wellness Opportunities
Be sure to take advantage of
new Annual Wellness Visits that
Medicare has begun offering. At
these visits, doctors typically
record a patient’s body mass
index, blood pressure and other
indicators in order to establish
screening schedules for the next
5 to 10 years.
By getting more involved in
your health care, you can help
ensure you receive the Medicare
b en e f i t s t o w h i c h y o u a r e
entitled.

Rays Authentics Holiday Sale Begins
Proceeds from the Rays Auction Site Benefit Rays Baseball Foundation
ST. PETERSBURG — The
2011 Rays Authentics Holiday
Sale begins Monday, November
28.
One-of-a-kind authentic
items can be purchased from four
different locations including both
team store locations, online at the
Tampa Bay Rays Authentic Store
(raysbaseball.com/gameday) or
at the Rays online auction site
(rays.auction.mlb.com). Items
include game-worn jerseys from
the 2011 American League Wild
Card Champion Tampa Bay
Rays, game-used equipment,
batting helmets, clubhouse chairs
and autographed memorabilia.
A select number of Rays
G a m e 4 A mer ican Lea gue

SURVIVAL

continued from front page
Make a List
To avoid being the
customer that walks into a store
looking for a toaster and walks
out with two flat screen televisions, shoppers are encouraged
to make a list before entering
any stores. Having a list in hand
will also expedite the shopping
process because sales associates can readily help a customer
who knows exactly what they
are looking for. A list will also
help curb overspending and
help shoppers prioritize items
worth standing hours in line for.
Research Return and
Exchange Policies
S i nce a large pa rt of
shopping on Black Friday is
done in preparation for the
C h ri stm as s eas on, smart
shoppers will familiarize themselves with the rules on
returning and exchanging items
for every store they plan to visit.
W h e t her doing pe rsonal
shopping or buying gifts for the
family, once the rush from Black
Friday subsides, some may find

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Division Series home jerseys will
be included in the online auction
scheduled to run from November
28 through Friday, December 16.
ALDS jerseys available include
2011 AL Rookie of the Year
Jeremy Hellickson and 2011 AL
Ma na ge r of t h e Year J o e
Maddon, along with Johnny
Damon, Kyle Farnsworth,
Desmond Jennings, Matt Joyce,
Casey Kotchman, Evan
Longoria, Jake McGee, Matt
Moore, David Price, Sean
Rodriguez, James Shields, Kelly
Shoppach, Don Zimmer and Ben
Zobrist. Each jersey will begin at
$200.
Proceeds from the Rays

auction site will benefit the Rays
Baseball Foundation, the official
charity of the Rays. Since 2008,
the Rays Baseball Foundation
has invested almost $2.2 million
in youth and education programs
in the Tampa Bay area.
Tropicana Field Team Store
(Located near the Gate 1
Rotunda) One Tropicana Drive,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705, (727)
825-3429.
Rays Pro Shop and Sales
Office (Located in downtown
Tampa), 400 N. Tampa St., Suite
110, Tampa, FL 33602, (813)
228-7157.
For a complete listing of
available items or team store

hours, please email questions to
gameday@raysbaseball.com or
by calling the team store
locations (phone numbers
above).
For more information please
contact the Rays
Communications Dept., (727)
825-3242.
The Tampa Bay Rays have
proudly represented Major
League Baseball in the Tampa
Bay region since 1998. The
organization and its foundation
are committed to building a
strong community bond through
meaningful interaction and charitable contributions.

they need to swap items for a
larger size, or request a refund.
Knowing policies and procedures before purchasing an item
in a chaotic store will eliminate
surprises at the register two days
or two weeks later.
Shop in Pairs or Groups
Taking friends or family
membe rs to n av i g at e t h e
crowds of the holiday rush also
provides savvy shoppers with
better Black Friday experiences. Not only are peers able
to honestly gage when one has
overspent, but they can also
help mitigate and ward off
conflicts that might arise from
interactions with other
shoppers who exhibit rash and
confrontational behavior over
the last toy on the shelf.
“I had a TV in my hand and
was walking down the aisle
when a guy pushed me on the
ground and took the television
away from me,” said Jalissa
Sample, a native of Baltimore
City, who has been both a
victim and a facilitator of the
Black Friday insanity. Now
working in Towson Town
Center, Sample says stores are

preparing for the crowds by
stocking up on popular items
and providing express lines for
customers who are looking to
make specific purchases.
Shop Online
While it may seem like all
of America will be stampeding
the nearest Walmart or Target,
shopping online is an option for
those not looking to sleep in the
parking lot of their favorite
store to get twenty percent off a
desired laptop. A spin off from
Black Friday, Cyber Monday is
an alternative for shoppers who
are not physically able or
willing to stand the crush of the
crowd. Every year millions of
dollars in profits are raked in by
large companies who offer
deals only available online the
Monday after Thanksgiving.
Take Advertisements
To avoid haggling over
prices at the register, shoppers
will also be better off if printed
advertisements and coupons are
in hand when making
purchases. By taking a printed
copy of the store’s advertised
sales, shoppers can calculate
exactly how much they will

need to spend and avoid being
scammed out of valuable deals.
Compare Prices and Shop
Around
An avid shopper both on
and off the Fort Meade military
base where she lives with her
husband and two children,
S h ar i t a M u h a m m a d t a k e s
advantage of the discounts
given to military families as
well as stores where civilians
traditionally shop. “I might
camp out in the parking lot
because If you get there at five
o’clock you’ll be at a lost. If
you can grab a toy that would
normally run you $60 for $30
you want to be first to get
inside,” said Muhammad.
Before making any
purchases, consumers should
also compare prices of their
desired items online with
websites like Shopping.com,
P r i c e G r a b b e r. c o m a n d
B l a c k f r i d a y. c o m . B y
comparing prices and looking
at sales in a variety of stores
prior to making a purchase,
shoppers can ensure that they
are getting the best deal for
their money at the right store.

Friday thru Sunday, Nov. 25 to 27 - Langston Hughes'
"Black Nativity" A Gospel Song-Play, Fri. and Sun. 7
p.m., Sat. 2 p.m. Held at The Palladium Theater, 253 5th
Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33701. Admission is Free.
Pick up tickets in person at The Palladium Theater or at
The Studio@620. Sponsors Dennis and Angie Lehane.
BLACK NATIVITY is the joyous account of the seminal
event that occurred over 2,000 years ago on one silent
night in Bethlehem. It’s a celebration that tells the
original story of the Nativity in scripture, verse, music
and dance. Combining the Gospel of St. Luke with the
poetry of Langston Hughes, this song-play touches a
special chord in the hearts of all during the holidays.
This year’s production will again star renowned actor
Sharon Scott along with a blissful company of singers,
actors, dancers and musicians delivering a powerful
message of hope that’s perfect for the entire family. For
more information, visit www.studio620.org or call 727895-6620.
Friday, Nov. 25 - St. Petersburg's annual Holiday Tree
Lighting in North Straub Park, 5th Avenue N. and
Beach Dr. Entertainment begins at 5 p.m. with the St.
Petersburg Community Band, the Lutheran Church of
the Cross Bell Choir, Radio Disney, and Mayor Bill
Foster flips the holiday light switch at 7 p.m. Blanket
seating, concessions available, free admission. For
more information, call 727-893-7441.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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Home Delivery to S. St. Pete for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
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Email Address: __________________________________________________________________
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Keenum Sets Completions Mark
In Houston Victory

Case Keenum

BY CHRIS DUNCAN
HOUSTON (AP) - Maybe
Houston’s defense deserves
some notoriety, too.
Case Keenum set the
Football Bowl Subdivision
career record for completions,
threw a touchdown pass and ran
for another score as No. 11
Houston stayed unbeaten with a
37-7 win over SMU on
Saturday.
The Cougars’ top-ranked
offense sputtered for much of
the game, so Houston (11-0, 7-0
Conference USA) turned to its
unheralded defense to beat the
Mustangs (6-5, 4-3) for the ninth
time in 10 meetings.
SMU mustered only 263
yards and didn’t score until J.J.
McDermott threw a short
touchdown pass to Darius
Johnson with 8:33 left in the
game. The Mustangs had 93
yards and six first downs in the
first half and trailed 13-0.
``That’s the best defense
I’ve ever seen played here,’’ said
Keenum, one of 17 seniors
playing their final regularseason game.
Outside linebacker Phillip
Steward intercepted a pass in the
end zone to thwart the

Mustangs’ best scoring chance,
and linebacker Sammy Brown
had three sacks while playing on
a sore ankle. The Mustangs went
just 5-for-15 on third downs.
``Our offense, they get most
of the attention,’’ Steward said.
``We don’t mind not getting the
respect. We just go out there and
just play. Tonight, the offense
was struggling a bit, so the
defense needed to step up, and
that’s what we did.’’
Houston took off in the third
quarter, when Steward picked
off a J.J. McDermott pass in the
end zone on SMU’s first drive
out of halftime.
Michael Hayes took a screen
pass from Keenum and ran 60
yards to the SMU 2, and Matt
Hogan kicked another field goal.
McDermott then fumbled on a
scramble near midfield, safety
Kent Brooks recovered. Keenum
threw a 12-yard touchdown pass
to Justin Johnson for a 23-0
Houston lead.
``When you aren’t a
dominant team, you have to
make every play you have the
opportunity to make, and we
aren’t doing that,’’ SMU coach
June Jones said. ``We had a
couple opportunities to score
touchdowns, and we missed
them. The bottom line is that
you have to keep at it, and
hopefully, we will make those
plays.’’
The Cougars ranked 103rd
in total defense last season, and
came into Saturday’s game
ranked 67th.
``We’re not there by any
means,’’ Houston coach Kevin
Sumlin said. ``But I think our
team feels the improvement.
Our guys are growing with con-

fidence and enjoy playing. I
couldn’t be happier with how
they’re approaching the game
right now.’’
Keenum,
meanwhile,
completed 30 of 45 passes for
318 yards, a ho-hum day for the
nation’s leader in total offense
and pass efficiency. He set the
completions mark on his
seventh throw, breaking the
previous mark (1,403) set by
Texas Tech’s Graham Harrell
(2005-08).
The Cougars’ sixth-year
quarterback
also
joined
Hawaii’s Tim Chang as the only
quarterbacks to reach 4,000
yards passing in three seasons,
and he tied Chang’s FBS record
for career 300-yard passing
games (36). Chang set his
records in 2000-04, when he
played for Jones.
Earlier this season, Keenum
eclipsed Chang’s FBS career
records for total offense and
passing yards and Harrell’s
record for touchdown throws.
``Another record is definitely awesome,’’ Keenum said. ``I
know it’s not a small thing.’’
In the bigger picture,
Houston continued their march
toward a possible Bowl
Championship Series berth.
They’ll face co-division leader
Tulsa (8-3, 7-0) on Friday with
the winner earning a berth in the
league’s championship game on
Dec. 3.
Win those, and the Cougars
will have to wait for the BCS
computer to decide if they’re
worthy of a big-money bowl.
``We can’t get caught up in
where we should be, what’s
going to happen,’’ Sumlin said.
``We don’t have any bearing on

that. What we do have, as I tell
these guys, `If you win, you will
not be ignored.’’’
Sumlin said he was glad to
finally get a reasonably tough
test after his team scored at least
56 points in its last five games,
all blowout victories.
The Mustangs pressured
Keenum with blitzes on the
Cougars’ first drive and sacked
him once. Houston settled for
Matt Hogan’s 28-yard field goal
to finish their most timeconsuming scoring drive of the
season _ 17 plays in 5 minutes,
58 seconds.
``It was good for us to be in
a game like that,’’ Sumlin said.
``The last five or six weeks, our
guys (starters) have been
standing on the sideline in the
third quarter. For them to play a
whole game and really push
themselves, and stress a little bit,
I think that’s good.’’
Keenum went over 300
yards passing in the fourth
quarter, just before running 16
yards for a touchdown with 6:17
remaining. Backup quarterback
Cotton Turner threw a 43-yard
touchdown pass to Gino Collins
five minutes later to give
Houston at least 35 points for
the 11th straight game.
Hogan is 78-for-78 on extrapoint kicks this season, an FBS
record.
The
Mustangs
played
without
Conference
USA
leading rusher Zach Line, who
underwent season-ending toe
surgery on Thursday. Line, a
junior, had reached 100 yards in
eight of 10 starts this season.
The announced attendance
was 32,207, a Robertson
Stadium record.

Iowa State Stuns No. 2 Oklahoma State
37-31 In 2OT

BY LUKE MEREDITH
AMES, Iowa (AP) - This
was supposed to be so easy for
Oklahoma State.
The
second-ranked
Cowboys came into Ames set to
cruise past overmatched Iowa
State, and set up a showdown
with rival Oklahoma at home.
With a spot in the BCS title game
on the line.
Then Oklahoma State let the
upstart Cyclones hang around
just long enough to derail all
those national title hopes.
Backup running back Jeff
Woody scored on a 4-yard run in
the second overtime and Iowa
State stunned second-ranked
Oklahoma State 37-31 on Friday
night, opening the door for a
couple of one-loss teams.
The Cyclones (6-4, 3-4 Big
12) overcame a 17-point deficit
to beat the Cowboys (10-1, 7-1
Big 12), opening a path for the
Oregon or Alabama to face LSU
in a rematch for the title.
``This one stings. This one’s
tough,’’ said Oklahoma State
quarterback Brandon Weeden,
who threw three interceptions.
None of those stung more
than his first pass in the second
overtime, which was intercepted
by Ter’Ran Benton. Woody ran

for 6 and 15 yards, then bullied
his way into the end zone to give
the Cyclones their first victory
over a top-five opponent in
school history.
Weeden threw for 476 yards,
but the Cowboys’ offense turned
it over five times.
``I hate it for the guys. But
it’s real simple. If you lose the
turnover battle in such a big
fashion, it’s extremely hard to
win a game, especially on the
road,’’ Oklahoma State coach
Mike Gundy said.
Playing
a
day
after
Oklahoma State women’s basketball coach Kurt Budke and
three others were killed in a
plane crash, the Cowboys were
27-point favorites against the
upstart Cyclones.
Iowa State lost its first four
Big 12 games and entered play
0-56-2 against teams ranked
sixth or higher in The Associated
Press poll.
Cyclones coach Paul Rhoads
has had some signature wins in
his three seasons in Ames _ but
none as big as this.
``We got a group of young
men that put their hard hats on
every day and just continue to go
to work,’’ Rhoads said. ``I could
not be prouder of the effort they
put out tonight.’’
Iowa State freshman quarterback Jared Barnett found James
White for a 25-yard touchdown
on the first play of extra time, but
Weeden answered with a 6-yard
TD pass to Josh Cooper.
Benton’s interception set up
a thrilling finish for the Cyclones
and Rhoads, the defensive coor-

dinator at Pittsburgh when it
upset No. 2 West Virginia in
2007.
Barnett finished with 376
yards passing and three TDs for
Iowa State.
Oklahoma State stretched its
lead to 24-7 less than 3 minutes
into the second half and looked
set to break it open as it usually
does. Tracy Moore caught
Weeden’s pass in traffic and
stumbled 30 yards for the
touchdown.
That could have been it for
Iowa State but the Cyclones
were far from finished.
Iowa State answered with a
32-yard TD run from White and
Zach Guyer’s 24-yard field goal
made it 24-17 with 4:04 left in
the third quarter.
Oklahoma State came in
averaging 51.7 points a game,
but it couldn’t string together the
drives that made Weeden a
serious
Heisman
Trophy
contender.
Iowa State took advantage,
tying the game at 24 with 5:30
left in regulation when Barnett
found a Albert Gary sliding in
the end zone for a 7-yard TD
catch. Oklahoma State’s Alex
Elkins intercepted Barnett’s pass
with 3:17 left, but Quinn Sharp
pushed a 37-yard field goal right,
just over the upright, with 1:17 to
go to force overtime.
It was just the third missed
field goal in 20 tries for Sharp.
Iowa State knew it would
need a lot of breaks to pull off the
upset.
The Cyclones caught a few
early, recovering a fumble and

intercepting Weeden’s pass in
the first quarter. But they didn’t
turn either into points, and the
Cowboys’ defense made them
pay for it.
Linebacker Shaun Lewis
jumped Barnett’s pass and took it
back 70 yards for a touchdown,
giving Oklahoma State a 7-0
lead late in the first quarter.
Iowa State pulled to 10-7 on
Barnett’s 16-yard TD pass to
Darius Reynolds. But Blackmon
stopped short and went high for
Weeden’s pass over a pair of
defenders
on
a
27-yard
touchdown reception, giving
Oklahoma State a 17-7 lead with
5:26 left before halftime.
``They came out ready to
play. They came high with the
crowd, getting them going. It
was a good environment to play
in. But this is why we play
football, to win in positions like
this. We just needed to finish,’’
Blackmon said.
Iowa State held a moment of
silence before the game to honor
Budke, assistant Miranda Serna
and two others who were killed
Thursday when their singleengine plane crashed during a
recruiting trip in Arkansas.
``The plane crash, for the
families and people involved, is
just tragic, and honestly, I would
have said this no matter the
outcome of the game. It’s so
much more important than this
game,’’ Gundy said. ``These
guys wanted to go out and play
the best they could for themselves, for us, the fans, and for
OSU, and it just didn’t come out
in their favor tonight.’’

Buckeyes Fall
While Rumors
Swirl, 20-14
BY RUSTY MILLER
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP)
- Ohio State’s current coach
refused to use the speculation
about Ohio State’s next
possible coach as an excuse
for the Buckeyes’ 20-14 loss
to Penn State on Saturday.
``If you don’t turn the TV
on, you don’t listen, you don’t
pay attention to those things,
(then) you stay focused on
your guys (and) you give them
everything you’ve got,’’
interim coach Luke Fickell
said when asked if his team
was distracted.
There were reports all
over the place that former
Florida coach Urban Meyer
had already reached an
agreement to take over the
Buckeyes next season. Meyer
declined to talk about them
while in Ann Arbor, Mich.,
working on ESPN’s broadcast
of the Nebraska at Michigan
game.
He declined comment to
The Associated Press on
Saturday morning, then said
during the telecast he hasn’t
been offered or accepted any
job.
Meanwhile, the Buckeyes
(6-5, 3-4 Big Ten) were
defending Fickell, who was in
a tough spot from the minute
he took the job before Jim
Tressel was even forced to
resign for breaking NCAA
rules by covering up a memorabilia-for-tattoos scandal.
``We always want good
things for our coach,’’ tailback
Dan Herron said. ``I think
things will work out for him
and I wish him the best.’’
Tackle Mike Adams also
addressed the Meyer rumors.
``We’re not too worried
about
that,’’
he
said.
``Whatever happens, happens.
We don’t really care. It’s more
about this season.’’
Penn State (9-2, 6-1) got
two
touchdowns
from
Stephfon Green and its
defense shut out the Buckeyes
in the second half to collect
the Nittany Lions’ first win
since Dec. 4, 1965, without
Joe Paterno as head coach.
Penn State is still reeling
after former defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky was
arrested
for
allegedly
molesting several small boys
over several years, during and
after his tenure with Penn
State. Paterno, the Nittany

Lions’ legendary coach with
409 victories since taking
over in 1966, was fired. The
university president and
athletic director were also
among those who lost their
jobs.
Ohio State had numerous
chances to take the lead after
Anthony Fera’s 46-yard field
goal closed the first half to
give Penn State a 20-14 lead.
The Buckeyes had six possessions in the second half _ two
ended in fumbles, two on
punts and two on downs.
``It’s hard to swallow,’’
center Mike Brewster said.
``That’s how the game goes
sometimes.’’
Braxton Miller ran for one
touchdown and threw for a 7yard
score
to
Jake
Stoneburner. He rushed for
105 yards on 18 carries and
completed 7 of 17 passes for
83 yards.
But the Buckeyes just
didn’t have enough.
``It’s something we’re not
used to,’’ freshman linebacker
Ryan Shazier said of the
Buckeyes’ distant finish in the
division. ``We’re used to
being the big dog.’’
It is the first time Ohio
State has had at least five
losses in a season since going
7-5 in Tressel’s first season in
2001.
Now the Buckeyes are left
with a two-game losing skid
heading into a big game on
Saturday
at
archrival
Michigan (9-2, 5-2), which
can still earn a Bowl
Championship Series postseason spot with a win.
Ohio State is already bowl
eligible _ unless, of course,
the NCAA prevents them
from going anywhere in the
postseason as one of their
penalties.
Beating Michigan is
enough of an incentive. A
victory would also likely spell
the difference between a
warm, sunny clime for bowl
season (Jacksonville, Fla., for
the Gator Bowl) or a cold one
such as Detroit (Little Caesars
Pizza Bowl).
``It’s the biggest game of
the year for us,’’ Stoneburner
said of Saturday’s game at
The Big House against
Michigan. ``It’s the biggest
rivalry in all of college
football. To come out with a
win there, you can salvage
any season.’’
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
FAMU Family Mourns Death
Of A Student Drum Major
ORLANDO - The Florida
A&M University (FAMU)
family is mourning the death of
Robert Champion, one of the
drum majors in the FAMU
Marching “100,” who passed
away on Saturday.
According
to
Ginette
Rodriguez, spokeswoman for the
Orange County Sheriff’s Office,
“after the game, the band returned
to the Rosen Plaza Hotel (9700
International Drive) and Mr.
Champion reportedly threw up in
the parking lot and started complaining of not being able to
breathe. Friends of his called 911
and
administered
CPR.
Champion was transported to
Doctor Phillips Hospital where he
was pronounced deceased. This is
an ongoing investigation. There is
no sign of foul play at this time.”

“We are deeply saddened by
this loss,” said FAMU President
James H. Ammons. “Our hearts
and our prayers go out to Mr.
Champion’s family. This is a
major loss for our student body,
the Marching “100” and the
University.”
Champion, a music major
from Atlanta, served as one of six
drum majors for the 375-member
Marching “100” band who
traveled to Orlando this weekend
for the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Florida Classic. A drum
major since spring 2010,
Champion had performed in the
Classic’s half-time show earlier in
the day.
“We are in shock,” said
FAMU Band Director Julian
White. “He was a very fine drum
major who was of excellent

BY SARAH BURFORD

character and very trustworthy. I
had not told him yet, but he was
slated to be the head drum major
next year.”
White met with band
members early Sunday morning
to inform them of Champion’s
death. The university is preparing
to provide grief counseling for
band members and other students
through
the
University
Counseling Center.

Florida Charter Schools
Continue To Flourish
TALLAHASSEE - A recent
report from the National Alliance
for Public Charter Schools highlights the continuing growth of the
charter school movement across
the country, and the Sunshine State
proudly boasts two of the top 10
and eight of the top 50 school
districts in the country for the
number of charter school students
in 2010-11. The report, titled “A
Growing Movement: America’s
Largest
Charter
School
Communities,” indicates that
Orange County Public Schools
leads the nation with a 42 percent
increase in the number of charter
school students in 2010-11 from
the prior year.
“Every child learns differently,
and charter schools provide options
for parents seeking the best
learning environment for their
children,” said Governor Rick
Scott. “Charter schools play an

important role in making sure
Florida has the best educated
workforce, ready to work in our
21st century economy.”
Since 1996, charter schools in
Florida have grown considerably,
from just five to now more than
519 charter schools serving a
projected 177,000 students. Florida
ranks among the top three states in
the nation for the number of charter
schools, and their diverse learning
approaches include themes such as
the arts, science, and technology.
Nearly 71 percent of the charter
schools in Florida are high performing, receiving either an “A” or
“B” grade in 2010.
“Florida’s charter schools
continue to deliver the tailored,
quality learning environments that
our students and families deserve,”
said Education Commissioner
Gerard Robinson. “The growth of
charter schools in our state will

Naval Vessel Named For Civil
Rights Martyr Medgar Evers

continue to rise as we deliver viable
options to families. I look forward
to working alongside business and
community leaders to accomplish
our shared mission of providing a
high-quality education model for
the nation.”
To highlight the Sunshine
State’s commitment to charter
schools, the Department of
Education will host the 15th
Annual Florida Charter School
Conference Nov. 14 - 16, 2011, in
Orlando. The conference will
provide more than 600 attendees
the opportunity to learn about and
share best practices, and network
with charter school authorizers,
operators, administrators, and
teachers to enhance the charter
school experience.
For more information about
charter schools in Florida, visit
www.floridaschoolchoice.org/

SAN DIEGO, Calif.
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - USNS
Medgar Evers, the newest ship
in the U.S. Navy’s Lewis and
Clark-class of dry cargo/ammunition ships, was christened
Nov. 12 during a ceremony at
the
General
Dynamics
NASSCO shipyard in San
Diego.
With the traditional words,
“I christen you USNS Medgar
Evers,” Myrlie Evers-Williams,
the widow of the ship’s
namesake, broke the traditional
bottle of champagne against the
bow of the ship. The ship was
launched Oct. 29, and is
scheduled for delivery to the
Military Sealift Command in
spring 2012.
The 689-foot ship
continues the Lewis and Clarkclass tradition of honoring
legendary pioneers and
explorers. The ship is named in
honor of slain civil rights leader
and Army veteran Medgar
Wiley Evers, who is especially
remembered for his efforts to
end
segregation
at
the
University of Mississippi in the
1950s and for his opposition to
Jim Crow laws in the 1960s.
Evers
was
appointed
Mississippi’s
first NAACP field officer in

1954 and held the position
until he was assassinated in
the front yard of his
Mississippi home the night
of June 12, 1963, by White
Citizens’ Council and Ku
Klux Klan member Byron De
La Beckwith. The murder
of Evers, which occurred
only hours after thenPresident John F. Kennedy
delivered a televised, procivil rights speech, was
mourned nationally.
“This technological marvel
will carry the strong name of
Medgar Evers, as well as the
amazing spirit and expertise of
the American people, across
oceans and seas to every corner
of the world,” said Navy Rear
A d m . M a r k H . B u z b y,
commander, MSC, to an
audience of more than 1,000
people who braved the rainy
morning to attend the event.
Ceremony attendees
included the Evers family,
NAACP and other civil rights
leaders from around the country,
California Gov. Jerry Brown,
distinguished guests from the
U.S. military, and maritime
industry and NASSCO
employees who built the ship.
“USNS Medgar Evers and
its MSC civil service mariner
crew will be indispensable to
the Navy by daily performing

the many tasks required to keep
our combat fleets on station,
ready to face any aggressor,
anywhere in the world,” said
Buzby.
USNS Medgar Evers is the
13th of 14 projected dry
cargo/ammunition ships built
for use by MSC’s Naval Fleet
Auxiliary Force and Maritime
Prepositioning Force. Naval
Fleet Auxiliary Force ships
deliver ammunition, food, fuel
and other supplies to U.S. and
allied ships at sea, enabling the
Navy to maintain a worldwide
forward presence. Maritime
Prepositioning Force ships are
continuously
deployed
to
strategic locations worldwide,
carrying U.S. Marine Corps
cargo ready for rapid delivery to
Marines ashore.
“This is truly a wonderful
day, one that will go down in the
history books and one that will
remain in our hearts forever,”
said Evers-Williams in her
remarks to the crowd.
MSC operates approximately 110 noncombatant, civiliancrewed ships that replenish U.S.
Navy ships, conduct specialized
missions, strategically preposition combat cargo at sea around
the world and move military
cargo and supplies used by
deployed U.S. forces and
coalition partners.
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HEALTH & FAMILY
Ways To Help Lower
Cholesterol For Heart Health
( S TAT E P O I N T )
Cardiovascular disease is the
leading killer of Americans,
affecting one in three people,
according to the American
Heart Association (AHA).
One of the major risk
factors for heart disease is high
cholesterol, which may be
lowered by eating a hearthealthy diet and exercising.
“Heart disease runs in my
family so I understand firsthand the role that genetics play
in cholesterol and overall
health. But maintaining a heart
healthy diet and choosing
foods that may actively help
lower cholesterol are the
simplest, most effective things
people can do for heart
health,” says Dr. Travis Stork,
ER physician and co-host of
the TV show “The Doctors.”
To help educate people on
easy ways to reduce cholesterol, Dr. Stork has teamed up
with Cheerios to share helpful
tips.
Food Choices Are Key
Because heart health risks
can be modified by diet, eating
foods low in saturated fat,

trans fat and cholesterol is
important.
And, the soluble fiber in
oats, known as beta glucan, has
been shown to help lower cholesterol. Beta glucan is found
in familiar foods such as
Cheerios cereal and oatmeal,
and helps rid the body of some
LDL or “bad” cholesterol. It
acts like a sponge in the
digestive tract to soak up cholesterol, helping to naturally
remove it from the body.
To garner benefits from
beta glucan, it is recommended
that you eat three grams of
soluble fiber daily from whole
grain oat foods, such as
Cheerios which has one gram
per serving. Eaten as part of a
diet low in saturated fat and
cholesterol, this may reduce
the risk of heart disease.
Other foods that may
actively help lower heart
disease risk include certain
fish, such as salmon and tuna,
that are high in a “good fat.”
And foods containing at
least 0.65 grams per serving of
plant sterol esters, eaten twice
a day with meals for a daily

total intake of at least 1.3
grams, also may reduce the
risk of heart disease when
eaten as part of a heart-healthy
diet.
“When doctors tell patients
they have high cholesterol,
they often receive information
about the things they cannot or
should not eat,” says Susan J.
Crockett, PhD, RD, FADA and
leader of the General Mills
Bell Institute. “We think it’s
important to empower people
with the simple things they can
do that may help lower their
cholesterol.”
With this in mind, the
company is donating $200,000
to WomenHeart, the nation’s
only patient centered organization dedicated to educating
women about living a heart
healthy life (www.womenheart.org). For more on how
Cheerios may help lower cholesterol, visit Cheerios.com.
A few simple lifestyle
changes, such as becoming
more active and making
smarter food choices, may help
improve your heart health.

Deliver Us From Diabetes
BY JESSICAWILLIAMS
GIBSON INDIANAPOLIS
RECORDER FROM THE
INDIANAPOLIS
Diabetes is a disease that
Nancy Dillon knows all too well. In
her 20s, Dillon began caring for her
father, who was diagnosed with
Type 1 diabetes.
“Sometimes it was a struggle
dealing with the diabetes. I had to
do his meal planning and gave him
his shots,” said Dillon. “I had to
adjust my lifestyle to care for him. It
wasn’t a burden, but a choice I
made to help care for my father.”
As he aged, his diabetes progressed. He lost his eyesight and
had several amputations. It began
with his foot, then below the knee
on one leg, then above the knee on
the other.
Dillon’s father passed away in
2007 but during this time as his
caregiver, she was diagnosed with
type 2 diabetes, the most common
form.
“I did have the symptoms, but
was ignoring them in the beginning
like frequent urination, being tired a
lot and being thirsty,” reflected
Dillon.
Fearing she would end up like
her father, she began managing her
diabetes with medication, a healthy

diet and exercise. Dillon and family
are among thousands of people
across the country living with
diabetes. Blacks are twice as likely
to be diagnosed than whites, and
are also being diagnosed at faster
rates than any other racial group.
Believe it or not, blacks are not
the largest minority group with
diabetes, Native Americans hold
that title, but statistics such as
diabetes being the fourth leading
cause of death for blacks do not
stack up in their favor.
Health experts say diabetes is a
disease that can be prevented or
managed but there are variables that
further complicate the issue.
Many point to black culture as
reasons for high rates of diabetes,
but Kieren Mather, associate
professor of medicine and endocrinologist at Indiana University
Health, said that’s only a small
portion that contributes to the
problem.
“Things like socioeconomic
status is buried in there,” said
Mather. The big question that’s
being addressed is how to lower
these numbers when factors such as
unemployment, people living in
dangerous low-income neighborhoods that discourage outdoor
walking, access to places such as
parks and food scarcity are issues

that are extremely difficult to
change. High medical costs and
access to affordable insurance
further muddles the problem.
Dillon believes that it’s up to
blacks to become advocates for
themselves and their community in
order to address diabetes head on.
“We can’t rely on anyone else
because this heavily affects
African-Americans,” said Dillon,
who has been maintaining her
diabetes for 15 years.
Mather said that communities
as a whole should assess their own
risk and take action on aiding the
problem such as adding more
sidewalks and easier access to fresh
fruits and vegetables.
Furthermore, if a person
believes they may have diabetes,
they should get tested. The first and
most effective step after diagnosis
is to reset people’s lifestyle.
“Changes in diet and exercise
are often undersold on their effectiveness. That can be implemented
with very little cost and modest
education,” said Mather.
Although there is increased
awareness about diabetes in the
black community, advocates
believe more needs to be done to
lower numbers and save lives. For
information,
visit
visitwww.diabetes.org.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

SERVICES
Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church, 3647 18th Ave. S. 327-9711
New Girl Scout Troop forming! Call for information.

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Rev. Richard Jackson
and Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
Women’s Growth Institute
holds Community
Bible Study (CBS)
1st & 3rd Saturdays
Nov. - April 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Studying Ephesians
Childcare available
for ages 2-6
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults (18
– 25) our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
p.m. in the Youth Education
Building located at 921 20th St.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of social
outlets for ages 6 18. Your child
can learn basic Christian values
through Scouting. Cub and Boy
Scouts meet every Monday at

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meet
every 1 , 3 & 5 Monday at 6:30
p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr. Deon
Bryant. Contact the church at
894-4311 for more information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at noon. We
invited you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.
We invite you, your family

and friends to join us for weekly
uplifting and spirit filled
worship services every Sunday,
at 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. Teen
Services are held every 2, 3rd &
4 Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Youth
Chapel.
Visit us on the web: mzprogressive.org and like us on
FACEBOOK for other ministry
activities and events.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
FREE BIBLE PROPHECY
SEMINAR: AMERICA & THE
MARK OF THE BEAST
The
Elim
Seventh-day
Adventist Church will be
hosting a Bible Prophecy
Seminar, Friday, Dec. 9 and
Saturday, Dec. 10. There are
four sessions: (1) America & the
Mark of the Beast – Friday 7
p.m. (2) The Mark of the Beast
Experienced – Saturday 11 a.m.
(3) The Mark of the Beast
Identified – Saturday 2 p.m. (4)
The Mark of the Beast Enforced
– Saturday 4 p.m.
This event is free to
everyone, refreshment will be
provided, and free gifts will be
available to some who attend. If
you have questions about this
event, or you live in St.
Petersburg and are in need of
transportation to the event,
please call the church at 727327-2374, or Pastor Jim Davis
at 786-444-0613.
The
Elim
Seventh-day
Adventist Church is located at

4824 2nd Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, Fl. 33711 (at the
corner of 49th Street and 2nd
Ave. South).
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our weekly Radio
Broadcasts: (1) This We
Believe, which is aired every
Saturday Mornings from 10:3011 and (2) Hope Faith & Truth,
which is aired each Sunday
Morning from 10-10:30. Both
programs can be heard on Praise
1590 AM and 96.5 FM WRXB,
or on the Web @ www.wrxb.us.
If you have questions about
any of the programs, or would
like to learn more about the
Bible, write to Pastor Jim R.
Davis, 4824 2nd Ave. S. St.
Petersburg, FL 33711.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER
The Elim Junior Academy
and the Elim Child
Development Center are still
accepting students. Our warm
and family friendly environment will provide the assurance

you need to be convinced that
Elim is the place for your child.
Call 727-327-8651 today and
speak with our principal, Mrs.
Lawanna McCoy, Ms. Delores
Smith, or visit us at 4824 2nd
Avenue, South, St. Petersburg,
33711.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning at
10, the Elim Seventh-day
Adventist Church distributes
free food items to the
community.
Everyone
is
welcomed, while the supplies
last. No income verification is
need, and no one is turned away
while there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon at
1:30 p.m., a Free Hot Lunch is
served to members of the
community. This takes place at
the Church facility. There are no
restrictions as to who may
come; the food is free to all who
have needs. Please feel free to
stop by and have a meal with us!

Church News
due by 4:00 p.m. on
Monday of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His

awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for Month of Nov.
Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving
Day - Offices Closed.
Coming in the monthe of
Dec.
Dec. 10 - Christmas with
the Community, 11 a.m. - 2
p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general

public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What
Baptists Believe.”
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.

First Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church
IT’S BACK!!
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Boys and Girls, just when you
thought you had seen the last
of the First Mt. Zion
Missionary Baptist Church
religious comedy “Church
Folks,” all of the characters are
back!!

Come laugh with us and
see the members from the
“Glad I Been Redeemed 2nd
Tabernacle By The Burning
Bush Praise Him On Sunday
Baptist Church”,
as
Pastor Easy Evermore tries to
keep things running smoothly.
The Deaconess Board of

First Mt. Zion cordially invites
you to come out and witness
this
funny
presentation
Sunday, Dec. 11, at 4 p.m. The
church is located at 1121 22nd
Street South, St. Petersburg,
FL.
Reverend Wallace Elliott,
Sr. is the pastor.
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continued from front page
from more than 14 HBCU’s
and HIV-AIDS Scientists in
the fight against HIV/AIDS.
The voices of each group will
cast a vision of the urgent need
to sound the alarm together
w i t h in our com munities.
Together it is hoped that we
can not only increase visibility, but fight for eradication of
this devastating disease.
Dr. Stephanie Sweet
talked about the “whispering
campaign” within AfricanAmerican communities
regarding HIV/AIDS. “We are
not talking loudly or boldly
about this increasing threat to
our health and wholeness.
Instead of trusting,” she said,
“we need to ask more
questions about sexuality. SE-X is something that we least
talk about but are most
involved in.”
“ We ar e committed to
telling these stories and
educating our communities.
The strategy for our papers is
going to be to write about it
(HIV/AIDS), tweet about it,
blog about it, teach it, and
preach it. No longer will the
Black Press be silent when it
comes to HIV/AIDS,” Rev. R.
B. Holmes, president of
NNPA Region 2 expressed.
About a dozen HBCUs
were in attendance. During the
conference, the publishers
also began discussions about
extending NNPA membership
to Black college newspapers.
Holmes said the
HIV/AIDS “movement” being
launched by the NNPA will
include working with HBCU
campus newspapers, radio and
television stations, fraternities

and sororities, and administrators, all necessary resources
for
delivering
important
HIV/AIDS prevention and
education messages to college
students who account for
about 55 percent of all HIV
infections among those ages
13 to 24, according to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
Participants also heard
about another troubling young
population group at high risk
for
contracting
HIV—
African-American men (1329) who have sex with men or
MSMs. These males
accounted for 14 percent of
new infections in 2009, said
Dr. Donald Alcendor, an HIV
scientist with the Center for
AIDS Health Disparities
Research at Meharry Medical
College, who described his
presentation, “An Overview
of HIV/AIDS,” as scientifically based and often “hardhitting.”
Loc ally in Nas h v i l l e,
teens, their parents and
teachers have been a special
focus of Meharry’s HIV/AIDS
education outreach in the
community, added Alcendor,
who regularly brings these
students to the campus and
into his research.
“We are prepared to share
the outreach model that we
developed at Meharry with the
NNPA. The model doesn’t
have to be focused on teens,
but, when you see the number
of new infections among 13to 29-year-old Black youth
and men having sex with men,
they may want to use it,”
Alcendor said.
Holmes said the publishers are also looking to
Meharry for models and
resources that healthy life

ch o i ces , i n cl u d i n g b ei n g
tested for HIV and sexually
transmitted diseases.
Melva Lisa McDonaldMcGee, M.Ed., who directs
t h e H B C U We l l n e s s
Project/CoverKids Initiative
at Meharry, and Dr. Wilbert C.
Jordan, an associate professor
of internal medicine at the
Charles R. Drew University
of Medicine and Science in
Los Angeles, also led conference workshops.
“This was truly an
exciting marriage,” said Dr.
P at M at t h ews -J u arez, a
professor in the Department
o f F a m i l y a n d
C o m m u n i t y Medicine at
Meharry Medical C o l l e g e
of the first-ever
gathering that brought
together those she said who
are not often at the same table
when it comes to mobilizing
around HIV/AIDS in the
Black community—religious
leaders, academics, students,
researchers and the media.
Matthews-Juarez, a conference organizer and
presenter, said “we provided
them with plain talk about
HIV/AIDS as well as scientific talk that got translated in a
way that everyone could
understand, take back with
them, and use.”
As African-Americans,
who account for more than 50
percent of all new cases of
HIV, continue to bear the
most severe burden of the
disease, M a t t h e w s J u a r e z s a i d stepped-up
e d u c a t i o n i s needed to
“eliminate and reduce the
number of new cases we are
seeing in the Black
community and among our
college students.”

